
CUMBRIA POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

Meeting date: 25 March 2019 

From: Senior Manager – Policy and Scrutiny 

PANEL UPDATE REPORT 

 

1.0  PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 

1.1 This report updates the Police and Crime Panel on: 
 

 Key issues and developments that have occurred since the 
last meeting on the 21st January 2019 including 

o Progress on actions agreed at the October Panel 

meeting. 
o National policy developments. 

o The Panel’s work programme. 

2.0  ISSUES FOR THE PANEL 

2.1 Note the range of activity set out in the report and highlight, if 

required, issues that they would like more information on. 

2.2  Note the work programme provided in Appendix 1 and provide 

suggestions for future topics or items for consideration by the Panel. 

3.0  BACKGROUND 

Progress on actions agreed at the January Panel Meeting: 

3.1 The focus of the last Police and Crime Panel meeting in 21st January 
focussed on policing Council tax precept and budget reporting.  

There were no new actions resulting from the meeting. 

4.0 HORIZON SCANNING 

This section of the report provides members with an 
overview of some of the key issues with implications for 

policing and community safety in the near future. 

 

 

 



RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 The Panel is asked to consider the content of this section of the 

report, and highlight, if required, issues that they would like more 
information on. 

4.2 Outlined below are key issues of particular importance to the Police 
and Crime Panel: 

 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Policing and Fire and Rescue 
Services (HMICFRS) Draft Policing Inspection Programme 

2019/20 
 Counter-Terrorism and Border Security Act 

 Independent Review of Prevent Programme 
 Draft Domestic Abuse Bill 

 Serious Violence update 
 Modern Slavery Act review interim report 

 Consultation on unauthorised encampments 

HMICFRS Draft Policing Inspection Programme 2019/20 

4.3 On 8 February, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire 

and Rescue Services published the draft policing inspection 
programme and framework for 2019/20.  

4.4 The inspection will comprise of:- 

 national thematic inspections; 

 joint inspections; 
 integrated PEEL assessments; 

 inspections of other national law enforcement agencies; 
 commissions from the Home Secretary, and police and crime 

commissioners and other local policing bodies; and 
 HMICFRS’s work on super-complaints 

4.5 HMICFRS have consulted on the draft programme, and will release 
their final inspection programme in the coming months. 

Counter Terrorism and Border Security Act 

4.6 On 12 February, the Counter-Terrorism and Border Security Act, 
which updates the Counter-Terrorism Act 2015, received Royal 

Assent and thus was enshrined in law. 

4.7 The government’s intention is for the 2019 act to better reflect the 

digital age, ensure sentencing for certain terrorism offences reflect 
the severity of the crimes and disrupt terrorist activity more rapidly. 

4.8 The main provisions in the 2019 act include a requirement for 
terrorist offenders to provide additional information to the police in 

line with registered sex offenders; and a new power to stop, 
question, search and detain an individual at a port or border area to 

determine if they have been involved in hostile state activity. 



Independent Review of Prevent Programme 

4.9 On 22 January, the Home Office announced an independent review 
of the Prevent Programme, following amendments to the Counter-

Terrorism and Border Security Bill 2019. Prevent was launched in 
2003 as part of the government’s counter-terrorism strategy. 

4.10 There have been numerous calls to examine the techniques adopted 
through the Prevent programme due to community cohesion 

concerns. 

4.11 An independent Prevent Review Panel will be established within the 

next six months to examine the existing strategy, and propose 
recommendations. 

Draft Domestic Abuse Bill 

4.12 On 21 January, the government published the draft Domestic Abuse 

Bill. The draft bill’s aim is to better support domestic abuse victims, 
their families and pursuing offenders. 

4.13 The main provisions of the draft bill include the following: 

 Government definition of domestic abuse to include economic 
abuse and manipulative non-physical abuse; 

 Establish a Domestic Abuse Commissioner to drive the 
response to domestic abuse issues; 

 Introduce Domestic Abuse Protection Orders; 
 Prohibit the cross-examination of victims by their abusers in 

the family courts 

Serious Violence update 

4.14 Following recent knife crime incidents nationally, the Home 
Secretary has engaged with Chief Officers from the seven police 

forces most affected. The APCC has emphasised that the reduction 
of over 20,000 police officers since 2010 in conjunction with cuts to 

youth services has created a ‘toxic mix’. Although under 
consideration, no additional funds have yet been committed as a 

result. 

4.15 On 22 February, the government released from the Supporting 
Families against Youth Fund £9.8m for 21 community-backed 

projects, which help families who are vulnerable to the effects of 
knife crime and gang culture. 

4.16 The National Crime Agency (NCA) released an assessment of the 
county line drugs trade, which showed the industry is worth £500m. 

It also identified the number of individual phone numbers being 
used on county lines networks at 2,000 – almost three times the 

720 previously established. 

 



4.17 The St Giles Trust, a charity which supports young people caught up 

in reoffending, released a Home Office-commissioned report, 
recommending that Ofsted should radically change its approach on 

how it assesses schools to take into account children becoming part 
of county lines drug dealing. The report focussed on the Home 

Office-funded pilot in which 38 children were given one-to-one 
casework support, and it found 85% were effectively helped by 

either leaving county lines gangs or decreasing their activity. 

Modern Slavery Independent Review Interim Report 

4.18 On 22 January, the second interim report examining the Modern 
Slavery Act 2015 was released. Focusing on transparency in supply 

chains, it recommended that government should operate a 
repository of all modern slavery statements, and compliance with 

this be reviewed annual by the Anti-Slavery Commissioner. 

4.19 The report also recommended that companies designate a board 

member with overall responsibility for the statement, and that new 

offences, fines and a public-sector procurement ban be placed on 
companies and individuals for non-compliance. 

4.20 On 22 February, it was announced that Sara Thornton, the current 
Chair of the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC), will take up the 

role of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner. The role 
includes promoting an improved law enforcement and criminal 

justice response to modern slavery across the UK, and driving 
effective prevention of slavery and human trafficking offences.  

Consultation on Unauthorised Encampments 

4.21 On 1 February, the Home Office, along with Ministry of Housing 

Communities and Local Government and the Ministry of Defence, in 
February released the government’s response to the consultation on 

dealing with unauthorised developments and encampments. 

4.22 The government’s response made it clear that it intends to consult 

on the following proposals to amend the Criminal Justice and Public 

Order Act 1994, to enable the police to intervene and remove 
travellers from private land and: 

 Lower the number of vehicles needed to be involved in an illegal 
camp before police can act from 6 to 2; 

 Give the police powers to direct travellers to sites in 

neighbouring local authorities. Currently they can only direct 
trespassers to sites in the same area; 

 Allow officers to remove trespassers from camping on or beside 
a road; 

 Increase the time - from 3 months to a year - during which 

travellers are not allowed to return to a site they have already 
been removed from. 



5.0 FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AND DATES 

5.1 Dates and information are provided below for meetings that may be 

of interest to Panel Members. The meetings are generally held at 
Carleton Hall, Penrith at 10.00am unless otherwise stated. 

5.2 An agenda for each of the public meetings will be published 5 
working days prior to the meeting date. Minutes and appropriate 

reports will be published following the meeting.  

5.3 The upcoming Public Accountability Conference meetings are as 

follows: 

 27th March 

 9th May 
 25th July 

 25th September 

Joint Audit Committee 

5.4  The Joint Audit Committee is composed of four members that 

meet five times throughout the year in line with the 
recommendations of the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and 

Accountancy (CIPFA).  The next meetings are: 

 23rd May 19 

 25th Jul 19 
 19th Sep 19 

 20th Nov 19 

Ethics and Integrity Panel 

5.5 The purpose of the panel is to provide a forum which challenges, 
encourages and supports the Police and Crime Commissioner and 

the Chief Constable in monitoring and dealing with integrity and 
ethical issues within each organisation. 

5.6 The panel, which meets on a quarterly basis, therefore acts as a 
robust, independent and transparent system of oversight of the way 

complaints and misconduct allegations are made against police 

officers and staff are handled and investigated by the police. As the 
Panel is not a public committee, papers are available after meetings 

on the following webpage: https://cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-
do/ethics-integrity-panel/.  

Community Safety Partnership meetings 

5.7  North Cumbria Community Safety Partnership 

 21 May 2019, 2pm, Carlisle East Community Fire Station 
 10 September 2019, 2pm, Carleton Hall 

 3 December 2019, 2pm, Carlisle East Community Fire Station 

 

https://cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-do/ethics-integrity-panel/
https://cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-do/ethics-integrity-panel/


South Cumbria Community Safety Partnership 

 9 April 2019, 10:30am, Kendal Town Hall 

West Cumbria Community Safety Partnership 

Dates to be confirmed with Panel 

6.0 CONCLUSION 

6.1 The Police and Crime Panel are invited to consider issues that have 

been highlighted in this report, and whether they would like more 
detailed reporting from the PCC in future on any of these topics, or 

any other topics they consider pertinent.  

 

Tim Gale, Senior Policy and Scrutiny Project Officer, CCC 

Hani Cox, Policy and Scrutiny Officer, CCC 

  

 

APPENDICES  

Appendix 1: Police and Crime Panel Work Programme 

BACKGROUND PAPERS  

None  

 

Contact: Tim Gale, telephone: 07810 530146 or e-mail 
tim.gale@cumbria.gov.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:tim.gale@cumbria.gov.uk


Appendix 1 - Police and Crime Panel Work Programme 

 

Area of work Item Action/tasks 
Meeting/Timeline/ 

Date 

Police and Crime Panel 
Meetings – Agenda items 

Police and Crime Plan 

 Objective 6: Focus our Police on 
Online & Sexual Crime 

 Objective 4: Ensure Offenders Face 

 a Consequence for their Crime 

To consider a report from the OPCC 
 
Subject to a new approach to work 
programming  

July 2019 
 

Revenue Budget Monitoring – Quarter 4 
(a) Constabulary 
(b) Commissioner 

To consider budget update reports 
from the OPCC. 

July 2019 

Commissioners Annual Report To consider a report from the OPCC 
 
 
 

July 2019 

Police and Crime Plan 

 Objective 5: Always put Victims 
First 

 Objective 3: Tackle Crime and 
Antisocial Behaviour 

To consider a report from the OPCC 
 
Subject to a new approach to work 
programming 

October 2019 

Revenue Budget Monitoring – Quarter 1 
(a) Constabulary 
(b) Commissioner 

To consider budget update reports 
from the OPCC. 

October 2019 

Annual Report from Joint Audit Committee 
 
 

To consider the annual report 
update from JAC 

October 2019 

Revenue Budget Monitoring – Quarter 2 
(a) Constabulary 
(b) Commissioner 

To consider budget update reports 
from the OPCC. 

January 2020 


